Conference
„Diaspora in Romanian Scientific Research”

Bucharest, September 17-19 , 2008
1. Purpose
To extend the dialogue and co-operation between researchers in Romania and those from Romanian diaspora in order to strenghten and develop the capability of Romanian research teams to initiate, access and implement projects/programs in advanced science domains with national/international funding, including structural funds.

The event is organized by the Chancellery of the Prime Minister, the National Authority for Scientific Research and the Romanian Academy and is marked by the utmost importance given by the Romanian Government to science, technology and innovation for the development of the knowledge-based society and the economic and social progress, together with the belief that one of the ways to promote world-class research and reshape the Romanian research school in a relatively short period of time is that of using the talent, expertise and experience of the Romanian scientific diaspora.
The valorization of this remarkable resource which includes some of the most promising talents in practically all scientific disciplines can become a reality also by the fact that the mechanisms of collaboration between Romanian researchers, reagardless of the country they live in,  are already created and can ensure a competitive international Romanian presence in science and technology. Even if one cannot expect an important part of this talent to repatriate, there are strong reasons to expect that in the present context and with further developments, Romania could count on a significant ammount of support and dedication from its scientific diaspora. 

2. The Research, Development and Innovation System in Romania

Characteristic elements:

· The National Strategy and Plan for Research, Development and Innovation for 2007-2013 were developed following a process of national consultation, within the framework of the first national foresight exercise in Science and Technology ( 1000 persons in direct meetings: panels, workshops, conferences; over 6000 persons consulted online);

· Correlation between the priorities and the funding instruments of the  National Plan for Research, Development and Innovation for 2007-2013 and the specific priority axes for Structural Funds;

· Strong competition: over 80% of public funds for research and development are allocated by competition, in correlation with the rise in public resources allocated to R&D (from 0.21% of GDP in 2004 to 0.70% of GDP in 2008 and an estimate of 1% of GDP in 2010); open competition for public and private actors;

· Public investment is preferentially oriented towards:  developing human capital; obtaining scientific results of international value; satisfying the socio-economic needs of Romania by financing projects in priority domains, proposed by public/private consortia; developing innovation by co-financing projects proposed by the private sector; developing research infrastructure (pan-european, regional, national or in the development regions) and the development of scientific international collaboration;

· Referring to the Lisbon Strategy and the Barcelona target (3% of GDP for R&D- 1% from public funds and 2% from private funds), the public investment in R&D aims at the development of the human capital for innovation, taking first into account the formation of young researchers through PhD studies and by promoting intra- and inter-sectoral mobility with major impact on the private zone. The quality of human capital can play a major role in attracting high-tech investments and can contribute essentially to the transformation of Romania into an interesting scientific and technological destination and to the rise in private R&D expenses; 
· Investment in human capital:

· Support for full-time research positions, in all financed projects;
· PhD grants, of which 12,000 grants from structural funds (2009-2013), each with a minimum 6 months stage abroad;

· Inter- and intra-sectoral mobility grants;

· Repatriation grants, both for young PhDs and for senior researchers; 

· Internationalization of Romanian research, by ensuring also the equal access of foreign researchers;
· Competitive remuneration.
3. Description of the event
The event is scheduled to take place over a period of 3 days (September 17-19 2008). The Conference website is www.diaspora-stiintifica.ro.
The days of September the 17 –th and September 18-th will be dedicated to a series of 20 exploratory workshops with selected topics from various domains (e.g. chemistry, physics, mathematics, engineering, socio-human and economic sciences, biology, environmental science, medicine, biotechnology, arts and architecture), in which there exist Romanian scientific potential and expertise. The exploratory workshops will be held in different locations (universities, research institutes or the Romanian Academy), depending on the specific organizing institution involved. 

The participants will meet in the first evening (September 17-th, 2008) in order to know each other and to discuss collaboration oportunities, taking into account that the purpose of these scientific events is to create the premises for establishing important inter- and trans-disciplinary collaborations and to contribute to the enhancement of the international visibility and impact of the Romanian scientific results.
In the second evening (September 18-th, 2008) the participants will be the guests of the Prime Minister, at the Victoria Palace.
The plenary opening of the Conference will be made by the European Commissioner for Research, on September 19-th, 2008, at the Parliament Palace. The last day of the Conference will be dedicated to plenum discussions on key subjects of major interest for the Romanian research, development and innovation system and for the presentation of the reports from the exploratory workshops.

The Conference will be closed by a cultural event which will take place at the Romanian Atheneum.
4. The participation of the economic environment 
Taking into account that the event is oriented towards the scientific and technological collaboration and the creation of the proper conditions for the development of human capital (particular emphasis on doctoral grants and stages abroad for PhD students), we consider the involvement of the private sector in the events associated with the Conference as both important and useful.
The involvement can have (but is not by any means limited to) the following forms:

· Participation to exploratory workshops, Conference plenum works and associated events;
· Sponsoring of some exploratory workshops;

· Organization of events at the company location;

· Organization of a company presentation event, satellite to the Conference;
· Sponsoring the participation to the Conference of some invited persons from the Romanian scientific diaspora (estimated cost 1400 Euro/ person, including transportation) or invited persons recommended by the sponsor (if deemed necessary);
· Grants for young researchers from diaspora to participate at the Conference (estimated cost 700 Euro/ person, including transportation) or invited young researchers from diaspora recommended by the sponsor (if deemed necessary);

· Grants for young researchers from Romania to participate at the Conference (estimated cost 300 Euro/ person, including transportation) or invited young Romanian researchers recommended by the sponsor (if deemed necessary);

· Grants for young Romanian olympics to participate at the Conference (estimated cost 300 Euro/ person, including transportation);

· Sponsoring of events associated with the Conference.
